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Please find attached a cover letter regarding a series of INC resolutions on transit and related matters. Also attached are
the specific resolutions.
Although cc:ed on the letter, info@ourtransitfuture is in the to: line above in the hope that these will be considered
comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
Sincerely,

Philip Azar
President, InterNeighborhood Council of Durham

Attachments:

Transit Coverletter.pdf

Transit Resolutions.pdf
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September 22, 2015
Durham County Board of Commissioners
Durham City Council
Go Triangle

Subject: Resolutions Regarding an Alston A venue Light Rail Stop, Design and Route issues in Western
Portions of Durham City and County, Rail Siting Processes and Planning Efforts Related to Transit
Dear Members of the Durham County Board of Commissioners, Durham City Council Members, and Go Triangle
Leadership:
I am writing to you regarding a series of resolutions passed by the InterNeighborhood Council of Durham.
The first two resolutions focus on ends of the proposed rail corridor in Durham County. The first resolution calls for
more attention to the need for a true Alston Avenue site. An Alston Avenue stop is seen as important in and of
itself, but also to keep open the possibility of a rail service yard in East Durham and eventual light rail service to
Durham Tech. The second resolution focuses on improved design as light rail heads west, entering Chapel Hill's
planning jurisdiction, but remaining within Durham City and/or Durham County. In addition to design and route
issues, it addresses the need Durham elected officials to engage with concerned neighborhoods, even if technical
responsibility for planning the stops in those neighborhoods has been delegated to Chapel Hill.
The resolutions in the second set are not stop-specific. The first of these (third overall) is entitled, "Overarching
Resolution Regarding Rail Siting" and addresses the need for more meaningful and direct discussions with
neighborhoods, increased citizen outreach, and the importance of ensuring that plans to service low-income
residents are accelerated. The second non-site specific resolution (fourth overall) is entitled "Resolution for a more
inclusive, in-depth process for public involvement in planning 'Compact Neighborhoods ' and 'Compact Design
Districts ' with higher-density development zoning around proposed light rail stations in Durham." It addresses the
complexity of the existing process, which undermines resident participation unless balanced by a greater
commitment to best practices and neighborhood involvement (even if the Planning Department would need to help
with neighborhood education efforts) and the need to work in a determined and genuine manner to provide equitable
solutions around neighborhood stability and livability, affordability for resident and businesses, and greater access to
more transit options.
Overall , the resolutions show that Durham neighborhoods and residents are concerned with the planning and
engagement process around rail. INC has reached out to the Planning Department to try to work together on issues
raised in the last resolution, and the response has been very positive. In the midst of these concern, it is worth noting
that INC remains committed to improvements in our transit system. Please read the resolutions in full.
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Durham Delegation to General Assembley
Durham City/County Planning Department
info@ourtransitfuture.com
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info@ourtransitfuture.com, "Steve Schewel"

, "Brett

Since I am now INC past president, I am freer move about the cabin and voice my own opinions with regard to light rail
than when I was INC president, with resolutions pending.
I think we need to stress the importance of serving East Durham and expanding/accelerating service to lowincome
communities in other ways. Transit must improve with equity.
I think it is also important that we keep our eyes on the main issue: Light rail helps us build with greater density in the
future. Density has followon impacts on many things that we care about, including neighborhood displacement
and environmentally sensitive lands. Adding density gives residents more options about where to live and makes sure
that the desire to live in and around downtown does not create a zerosum game where relatively wealthy newcomers are
more likely to displace existing residents. We need to use marketbased solutions as well as affordable housing.
With regard to comments regarding service to East Durham and/or light rail design issues, they should not be taken as
opposing Durham managing its growth with density or as Durham being opposed to rail. On the contrary, I think that there
is support for using density as a key aspect of managing our growth and for using rail and other transit enhancements to
improve equity in our city. A transitoriented future that works for Durham residents and connects us to as much of the
Triangle as possible is a huge positive!
With Thanks and Peace,
Philip Azar
Note 1: In any comments to info@ourtransitfuture.com on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement or to public
officials, please keep the tone positive and make clear that you are prorail and/or transit (if true) and want Durham
to manage our growth with density, equity and improved transit options.
Note 2: I have added info@ourtransitfuture.com at the to: line since that is the place to send official comments. There will
also be a public hearing with the County Commissioners Thursday, October 1, from 47 p.m. a 200 E. Main Street,
Durham, NC 27701 (2 minutes per speaker). Copies of the draft environmental impact statement are
at http://ourtransitfuture.com/. Listserv discussions may serve a purpose for organizing and education, but they don’t count
as official comments.
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