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MR. BELL: May | have your
attention. Testing out the sound here.
Don't get it too loud. |[|'mgoing to ask
y'all's patience for a few m nutes. CQur
court reporter is running a couple m nutes
| ate but she's on her way. So about ten
m nutes or so we'll get started. So | do
appreci ate your patience, and, again,
we'll get started in about ten m nutes or
so. Thank you.

( PAUSE. )

MR. BELL: Good evening. M/ nane
is Bill Bell, and |I have the honor of
serving as the chair of GoTriangle board,
and | want to welcone all of you out here
this evening for this public neeting, the
first of two public neetings. One is here
at the Friday Center and the day after
tonorrow it will be in Durham County, and
t he purpose of the Center, as all of you
know, is to allow for public comments on
the Draft Environnental Statenent for the
proposed Dur ham Orange Li ght Rai

Proj ect .
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W have some of our board nenbers
here this evening, as well, Allen and
Bernadette and -- is anyone else fromthe
-- okay. Wy don't you guys stand up and
say who you are.

MR. ALLEN: WII Allen from Wake
County.

MS. PELI SSIER  Bernadette
Pelissier from Orange County. | am an
Orange County Comm ssi oner.

MR. BELL: Al right. Thank you.
So tonight you' ve probably had an
opportunity to |l ook at the screen in terns
of what the ground rules are, and we have
a gentl eman who's going to noderate that,
and when it's due, if you'll conme forth
and start the neeting. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER Thank you. | would
like to welconme you, as well, to the
Dur ham Orange Light Rail Transit public
hearing. M nane is Drew Joyner, and |'m
going to be the admnistrator for this
hearing. W had two public information

sessions. They were held on Septenber
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15th and 19th. |If you were unable to
attend those earlier this nonth, a copy of
the Draft Environnental |npact Statenent
and other information that was provi ded
during those sessions is currently
avail able in the | obby. Tonight is the
first of two hearings. The second hearing
wi Il be this Thursday, October 1st, from4
to 7 p.m at the Durham County Comm ssi on
Chanber, 200 East Main Street, the Ad
Cour t house, Second Fl oor in Durham

Toni ght we're seeking comments, as
Mayor Bell said, on the Draft
Environnental | npact Statenent for this
project. There's several ways to provide
I nput on this project. In addition to
speaking at this hearing tonight, witten
comments are being collected tonight. You
may send in comments via enmail, postal
mai |, or utilize our project website. An
I nportant thing to know is that verbal and
witten comments carry the sane wei ght.
So if you're unconfortable speaking in

public, please feel free to use the other
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nmet hods of providing input. Witten and
verbal comrents will not receive a reply.
However, responses to substantive coments
wi Il be provided in the conbi ned Fi nal
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent and Record
of Decision. That's the final docunents
for the planning part of this process.

The comrent period -- and this is
| nportant to note, too, is the comment
peri od ends on October 13th, so we would
like all your coments in by that tine.
For those who do not wi sh to speak
tonight, | hope you took the opportunity
-- do wish to speak tonight -- I'm

sorry. For those who do wish to speak

tonight, | hope you took the opportunity
to signin as you arrived. If not, you
will have until 7 -- 7 p.m this evening

to sign up to speak. At that point sign
up wll conclude. However, we will stay
until everyone who has signed up prior to
7 0'clock has a chance to speak.

Before we begin, 1'd |like to point

out the ground rules for this hearing, and
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you can see themup here. It's the
bi ggest projector I've -- it's alnbst too
big for me to read. So the purpose of the
hearing is to receive public coments on
the project. This is not a debate or
question/ answer session. W're here to
receive comrents tonight. And | -- |
don't want to insult your intelligence. |
know nost everyone can read, but | am for
the record, going to go through the -- the
ground rules, but don't feel insulted. |
know -- | know that you can read.

Pl ease hel p mai ntain an at nosphere
where everyone feels confortable and
wel cone regardless of his or her position
on the project. Please silence nobile
phones or devices or set themto vibrate,
which remnds ne -- |'ve actually had that
happen before. Ckay, we're off. So don't
-- don't be that person. Please do not
i nterrupt the noderator or the speakers.
Pl ease remain quiet so others and the
court reporter can hear. Please |eave the

room for side discussions. Qur court
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reporter has not arrived, but we are
recording this using a digital recorder
until the court reporter does arrive, so
we wll have a witten transcript of these
proceedi ngs available. So it is inportant
t hat everybody speak and that everybody be
all owed to be heard so that the recording
can pick everything up and we can get all
of the comments for the record.

Speakers should state their nane
and address for the record prior to
speaki ng. Speakers nust |imt coments to
two m nutes. Speakers cannot yield their
time to others. Please refrain from
addr essi ng the audi ence or asking for
audi ence participation. Again, this is an
opportunity for us to hear fromthe
citizens about the -- the project. And,
| astly, the noderator will facilitate the
hearing and i nform speakers when their
time is up. So a little bit of |ogistics.
The restroons are back outside in the
direction that you cane. | believe the

men's on one side, wonen's are on the
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ot her side, and there's other sets of
restroons, as well.

For those who signed up to speak,
you shoul d have been given a nunber.
You'll have a nunber and a letter.
Periodically I'll call out the nunber. |If
you have that nunber, regardless of the
| etter, you will need to step outside,
conme down the hall, and enter here. Wat
were going to do is, for instance, we'll
-- in just a few nonents, | will call the
nunber one -- as a matter of fact, let's
test this thing out. Anybody that has
nunber one, 1A, B, C D, or whatever, if
you woul d step out and cone around here --
yeah. It's a little cunbersone there.

And Jeffrey wll nmake sure that everybody
IS in the appropriate order. She's going
to follow -- She's going to follow the
rules right here folks. GCkay. And we'l]l
make sure that everyone is in the correct
order. As the line gets shorter, | wll
call the next nunber and we will bring all

the 2s, for instance, |ater down and we
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will go in order. Everyone, again, wll
have two m nutes to speak. And -- And,
again, Jeffrey will be here to hel p nake

sure everybody's in the correct order.
You'll be speaking fromthe m crophone
here, and if we need to help you adjust,
we can adjust the -- the height of the
m crophone, but it's sort of at an average
hei ght right now.

The tinmer -- And, Robert, would
you stand up for just a second and | et
t hem see what you're -- what you' ve got
there. For our timng, Robert's going to
be sitting right there. And when you get
started, he wll have a sign that wl|
give you sort of a count down, 1 mnute
remai ni ng, 30 seconds renmai ning, wap up,
and then at the end of the 2 m nutes,
stop. So that'll give you a little bit of
-- of warning at the end of your tine
peri od.

Timng -- So that everybody has
the full two mnutes, the timng wll

begin after each speaker's stated their
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nane and address for the record. So what

you'll do is you wll cone up, you wll
hand your card to the -- to the court
reporter so that she'll have your -- your
name, and then you'll state your nane and
address and then we'll start the tine at
t hat point.

And, again, please be sure to
speak clearly so that everybody can --
everyone can hear and, in particular, we
can nmake sure to get your comments for the
record.

A couple of other notes. W do
have, as you can see, Anerican Sign
Language avail able as well as a Spani sh
I nterpreter.

| NTERPRETER: So we are offering
si mul t aneous Spani sh interpreting through
the whole public hearing. And |I'm going
to make an announcenent in Spanish in case
we have m ssed anybody and not provided
equi pnent for them

( ANNOUNCEMENT | N SPANI SH. )

MR. JOYNER  All right.
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| NTERPRETER: And | tested your

m cs.

MR. JOYNER You did. It's a
little -- Is it alittle high? W can --
We can adjust it, if we need to. | think

the problemwas we had Jeffrey testing it
earlier, so, yeah, the other end of the
spectrum al toget her. Ckay.

s our court reporter -- are you

ready, or do you need anot her --

THE COURT REPORTER: One of us is.
MR. JOYNER: One of you are, okay.

Whenever you -- \Whenever you are ready,
|l et me know and we'll get started. You
ready? Ckay.

Al right. Wuld the first

speaker please conme up. | think Jeffrey's

going to adjust that for you.
M5. LI SA BRACH:  And |'m supposed
to state ny name --
MR. JOYNER Pl ease --
MS. LI SA BRACH: -- and address.
MR JOYNER -- state your nane

and address for the record.

Page 11

Legal Media Experts
800-446-1387




N

© 00 N o o b

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Page 12
MS. LI SA BRACH: Lisa Brach,

B-r-a-c-h; and ny address is

Chapel HilIl, North
Carolina 27517, but | live in Durham
County.

MR. JOYNER  Ckay.

M5. LISA BRACH | strongly
support Regional Public Transportation,
which is why | feel that we need to find
safe, flexible, and cost-effective
alternatives to the light rail. | have
cone before you today to object to the
portion of the plan which would place the
rail operations and nai ntenance facility,
a ROV, at the site on Farrington Road.
For six years, | have lived in the Villas
at Culp Arbor on the opposite side of
Farrington Road fromthe proposed ROV
site. | vehenently oppose the selection
of Farrington Road for the ROV. This is,
I ndeed, an industrial-type facility wth
all that's inherent, noise and |i ght
pollution. This facility wll be open

24/ 7 and have 110 to 175 enpl oyees. It
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will have a rail yard where all the train
cars will return each night after m dni ght
to receive repairs, maintenance, cleaning,
be stored for a few hours, and then depart
at 5 a.m each and every day.

Quoting the DEIS, this ROV w ||
be | arge enough to accommobdate between 17
and 26 train cars. It wll have a
three-story building, as well as an
observation tower. It will have stadi um
lighting. The ROV will require a
security fence for protection. This is
the epitonme of the termindustrial. Al
In a section of Durham which is zoned
residential. Less than 400 yards away
fromthe rail yard of this ROW sits
Cr eeksi de El enentary School with 906
children, along wwth their teachers,
wor kers, and principal. Think about the
risk to -- to the children of Creekside
El ementary by placing an industrial site
that close to them Only 50 yards away
fromthe ROV sits Culp Arbor, a

Dur ham desi gnat ed 55-plus community. Over
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hal f of our residents chose to nove here
because of Culp Arbor's beautiful, quiet,
natural, and safe surroundi ngs. Mke the
Patterson ROVF work or nmake this -- or
nmove this ROV to a new nore appropriate
| ocation. Better yet, stop this train.
MR. JOYNER  Thank you. Yeah, |
guess. |I'mtrying to | ook at |ogistics.
I think we were going to send fol ks back
around that way, but that'll be fine --

that's -- what you're doing is fine. That

-- That's not a problemat all. But I
think -- do you want to just leave it so
folks can -- | think that's a quicker way

to do it. Next speaker, please.

MR WLLIAMPITTS: M nane is

WlliamPitts, and | |ive at
Chapel Hill, which is in the
Farri ngton Road area.

There are nmany reasons why
bui |l ding the ROVF on Farrington Road is
not wor kable. There are also nany reasons
why the DOLRT is al so not workable, only

some of which will be listed here. |t
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will require the seizing by em nent donain
of at | east six properties, one of which
has been in the sane black famly since
1888. It will require the rezoning of an
area, which is currently |owdensity
residential, to industrial. This wl]l
totally alter the entire area for the
worse. This would be inconpatible with
any and all future |and-use plans for the
area. It wll create an environnent al
hazard for the New Hope Creek area. A
nunber of hones in this area are dependent
on wells for their drinking water. It

wi ||l al so produce significant storm water
runoff into the surrounding area.

It will also create substanti al
noi se in what is now a residential area.
The ROVF w || operate 24 hours a day 7
days a week 365 days a year, not to
mention the noise fromthe trains
t hensel ves. This would have a
consi derabl e i npact on the area.

The ROVF and the DOLRT tracks w ||

create a potential safety hazard for
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Creeksi de Elenentary School. It wll
decrease the property values in the area,
especially for the homeowners in the
Villas of Culp Arbor, whichis a -- a
retirenment community that is al nbst across
fromthe ROVF-proposed site. Traffic on
Farrington Road during rush hour is bad
enough as it is. The grade-|level crossing
on Farrington Road planned by GoTriangl e
wi |l cause traffic to cone to a stand
still. It wll make it nuch harder and
take longer to get to and from NC 54.
This will be only 1 of 42 grade-|evel
crossings in the GoTriangle plan of the
17-mle route. A BRT, bus rapid transit,
systemw || serve the area nuch better
wth far |l ess cost to tax payers who wl |
have to support the project and will be
fl exi ble and be able to provide service
where it is needed as conditions change
over tine.

| strongly urge not to support the
DOLRT or the ROM. Federal and state and

| ocal governnents have nuch nore pressing
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) ) Page 17
needs for their tax dollars than this

proj ect.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. Next
speaker, please.

MR. DANI EL COLE: Daniel Cole,

, Chapel Hll, North
Carolina 27517.

Public transportation is sonething
that we should all support. | live in
Finley Forest. This is going to go right
by where I would live. This is sonething
t hat woul d cause ne to have to nake
sacrifices. It would cause ne to nove --
to make it harder for me to nove into the
Fi nl ey Forest nei ghborhood when |'m com ng
from54 into Sumrerwal k Grcle, but we al
have to nmake sacrifices for the greater
good. This would be for the greater good.

Traffic on 54 is absolutely
terrible. It takes 30 mnutes to go from
Finley Forest to the Food Lion down on the
ot her side of 40 at around 9 o'clock in
the norning and around 5 o' clock in the

afternoon. This is unacceptable. Buses
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wi Il not work as well because they al so
have to use the roads. Currently the
buses that run, the Chapel H Il buses that
run on 54, go around 54 because they
cannot use that road because there's too
many cars. They cannot go on 54 at 5

o' cl ock because there are too many cars.
The road w il not work.

To hel p the environnment, to help
the community, we have to get cars off the
road. Light rail is what does this. Yes,
it wll cost noney. All things cost
noney. Devel opnent is going to happen.

We have to control how it happens, but you
cannot stop it.

If people don't use it, it is on
t hensel ves for not using it. It's not for
us to nake people use it, and it's not for
us to worry about what is going to affect
the cars on the road that there are
al ready too many of. Wat we need to do
Is get the cars off the road, not build
things that will put nore cars on the road

and affect and be good for the cars on the
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Page 19
road.

MR. JOYNER: Thank you.
M5. CHERI HARDMAN:  Cheri Hardman,
, Chapel Hll, North

Carolina 27517. That's Durham County.

| oppose the light rail project
because -- because it is not cost
effective. At $126 nmillion per mle and
then approximately 200 mllion -- 160 to
200 million per year annually, this is

very expensive transportation, and the

reality is it will probably be nore |ike
over 2 billion by the tine it's
conpl et ed.

It's so ineffective that Wake
County just |last year decided to oppose it
because newer, nore cost-effective
strategies are now available. It does not
connect key locations to the area. RDU
airport, a lot of people think it connects
the airport. It doesn't. Southpoint
Mal |, Wake County, no connections. So
basi cally we have an old technology that's

al ready being | ooked at to be replaced in
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1 cities like Portland, Oregon. Go ahead

2 and Google why get rid of light rail, and
3 we haven't even started.

4 There's no way it's to be used to
5 the extent here in Durham and O ange

6 County because we're not an urban area

7 | i ke Charlotte or Houston or M nneapolis
8 where -- the places where its being used
9 today. We will not have 23,000 round

10 trips between Durham and Chapel Hill.

11 Ri ght now in a popul ati on of over a

12 mllion on Charlotte, there's only 16, 000
13 round trips a day.

14 As a matter of fact, ny daughter
15 lives on the light rail, right -- right in
16 front of it, and | said, have you ever

17 used it? She said no -- well once. | did
18 use it once. And | said, why not? She
19 said, well, Uber's so nuch nore effective
20 and easier to get and cheaper.

21 So for the young people, it's not
22 really a positive right -- step, as well
23 it's not safe. Again, Google light rail
24 accidents, sone of the worst accidents
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you'll see in transportation, probably the
-- the -- one of the npbst dangerous.

Again, funding is in questions, as well.
So | do not support light rail.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. Next
speaker, please. And while she's naking
her way, if there are any others that have
t he nunber one on their -- any speakers
t hat have a nunber one, please exit, cone
down the hall, and neet Jeffrey on the
outside of the hall here.

As well, if there are twos, please
conme down as well at this point. So if
there's any ones or twoes on your card,
whet her you have A, B, C, D, or E, and --
pl ease cone on down. Exit out here and
cone down and see Jeffrey. Thank you.

Yes, ma' am

M5. SOFI A ALEJANDRA PALMER: MWy

name is Sofia Alejandra Palner. | |ive at

Chapel H I,
North Carolina 27514. |'m a nenber of the
Chapel Hi Il Town Council, and |I'm proud to

say Council passed a resolution in support
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2 |''mnot here to speak for the council.

3 "' m here as an individual who ran -- ran

4 for town council and knocked on thousands
5 of doors -- well, hundreds, probably over
6 a thousand, I'msure, in 2013 as a pro

7 public transit pro light rail candi date,

8 and |'m proud to say that Chapel Hil

9 el ected ne and the other pro light rail

10 candi date for the two enpty seats.

11 Why | know Chapel Hill supports

12 light rail, because we voted to raise our
13 sales tax to finance it. People don't

14 vote lightly to raise their own taxes, and
15 | realize, as one of the speakers just

16 said, sone folks wll nmake sacrifices, and
17 -- and we have studi ed every option that
18 I s being recommended. It has been tough,
19 and | realize that there are sone things
20 that we'd rather not face, but we cannot
21 | egi sl ate how many babi es peopl e have, and
22 we cannot legislate, in this country,

23 agai nst people who want to nove and live
24 I n the Southern part of heaven and choose
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to be part of this community.

So what we can do, as responsible
public servants, is to nake deci sions that
prepare the community so that we can have
the | east inpact to our environnment, the
| east pollution, the least traffic, and we
can continue to grow it but in a way that
makes us a forward-thinking, progressive
community. So |I'mhere to express ny
support and the support of ny constituents
to this project and the recommendati ons
t hat have been presented. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. Next
speaker, pl ease.

M5. SUSAN Pl ERCE: (Good eveni ng.
My nane is Susan Pierce, and | |ive at

Chapel HiIl, and that's
27517 area code. That happens to be
Durham Gty and Dur ham County.

| am here to ask GoTriangle to
re-exam ne, given the safety and health
concerns of both the |ocation of the ROW
and the at-grade Farrington Road

Cr ossi ng.
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Both the ROVF site and that
at-grade Farrington Road crossing w ||
result in significant health and safety
concerns to over 200 elderly and disabl ed
residents, plus 906 school children. The
ROVF and t hese vul nerabl e popul ati ons are
north of the at-grade crossing on
Farrington Road, while all of the first
responders, fire stations, and police that
serve this area are south of the at-grade
Ccr ossi ng.

Wth train gates goi ng down every
five mnutes at peak tine on the two-I| ane
Farri ngton Road, which already backs up
traffic, the ability to arrive with
lifesaving treatnent will be lost. Al it
w |l take is one heart attack, one stroke,
one hazmat ROMF accident, a bee sting at
the el enmentary school, a fall fromthe
pl ayground equi pnent, and all of these
could be fatal incidents. So | ask
GoTriangle to re-exam ne the ROVF | ocation
and that at-grade Farrington Road

crossing. Thank you.
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Page 25
MR. JOYNER  Thank you. Next

speaker, please.

M5. MARGARET M LLER My nane is
Margaret MIller. | live at

Chapel H Il 27517, also in Durham

County, Durham Cty.

MR. JOYNER Ms. MIler, can you
-- you mght want to turn the m c down
just a little bit. Yeah, you can -- that
wll adjust. There you go. Thank you.

M5. MARGARET M LLER  The
Farrington, Trenton, Prescott Place, and
Cul p Arbor nei ghborhood associ ati ons
strongly oppose the Farrington Road ROVF
| ocati on as wong on every | evel; nost
notably, the inconpatibility of |and use
Iin alowdensity residential area and
envi ronnental concerns with storm water
runof f.

If the ROVF cones to pass, the
following mtigation steps are essential:

One, storm water retention punps
to maximze -- to mnimze toxic runoff

via streans, and an NN in the DI'S Appendi X
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K22. This runoff goes beneath 1-40 into
Lei gh Farm Par k, New Hope Ri ver \Wterfow
| mpoundnent, and Jordan Lake.

Two, reconstruct Trenton Road with
a new | arger culvert beneath it to handle
I ncreased flow from storm water runoff
associated with the 26 acres of inpervious
surface. Currently, Trenton Road
overflows and can becone inpassable wth
only |-40 inpervious surface.

Three, provide a noise and visual
abatenent wall on the Farrington Road side
of the ROV in consultation with Cul p
Arbor. If the entire ROV is wall, nmake
certain a wall is also constructed on the
other side of 1-40, the entire length of
the ROW, to mtigate noise projection
into Trenton and Prescott nei ghborhoods,
mnimze |ight pollution fromthe
nightti me operation of the ROW, and
provide city water to the hones on Trenton
Road that utilize wells. ROW runoff is
toxic. Connection to sanitary sewer is

essential because putting chlorinated city
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water into septic systens causes themto
fail. GoTriangle should pay.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. Next
speaker, please.

MR. BILL FERRELL: M nane is Bill
Ferrell, manager, Meadownmont Conmmunity
Association. Qur office is

Chapel Hill, North
Carol i na.

The board of directors of the
Meadownont Community Associ ation supports
t he conclusion of the DEIS that the C2A
route is the preferred route for the |ight
rail transit proposal. This conclusion
was based upon four nmain factors that were
consi dered: Economcs, we felt that the
C2A route is the | owest investnent;
ri dership, C2A route was the highest
potential ridership; social, the C2A has
the greatest potential devel opnent of
| ow-i ncone housing at the preferred route;
and, environnental, the C2 Route has the
| east negative inpact in the bottom creek

wet | ands. Thank you.
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MR. JOYNER  Thank you. Next
speaker, please.

M5. JUDI TH SWASEY: Judith Swasey,

Chapel HIl. I'ma

resi dent of Downing Creek, the city and
County of Durham

My concern is the lack of public
support. Over the past four years,
mul ti pl e nei ghbor hoods have voiced their
opposition, organized community efforts,
met with public officials, attended and
spoke at public neetings, and sent many
witten comments. Yet GoTriangl e has not
changed anything to address our very real
and specific concerns. |In fact, the DEIS
has been devel oped w t hout i ncluding these
concerns and persisted on offering the
preferred alternative route of C2A, even
t hough there was broad opposition to this
rout e.

Specific concerns for the
residents of the Cedars and Meadownont
Community were detailed in the DEIS, but

t hose of Downi ng Creek and surroundi ng
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nei ghbor hoods, whose concerns were

| dentical, do not appear in the DElS.
There have been nunerous letters to the
editor, public comentaries in newspapers
and articles indicating a -- supporting a
no build option or opposing the C2A route,
yet these also are not included in the

DEI S.

GoTri angle's own website, who post
public comments, has August 2015 comments
that are al nost 100 percent in opposition
to the route or parts of the route. Yet
these are not included in the DEIS. |
feel that GoTriangl e has not denonstrated
transparency or responsiveness throughout
the process. | request an independent
consultant review all the past and present
public input and i ssue an unbi ased
statenent of real public opinion, not what
Is -- has been issued as a broad
acceptance of the project.

Si nce previous planning appears to
be based on m sinformati on or om ssion of

I nformati on and ignoring public opinion, |
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urge the FTA, Federal Transit

Adm ni stration, to support the no build
option and not commt federal noney to
this project that will benefit few and
potentially harm many. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. Fol ks, |
appreci ate the ent husi asm and appl ause is
wel cone, but let's keep the whistling down
alittle bit, please. Thank you.

M5. KELLY MASSENGALE: Kelly
Massengal e, Dur ham
27707.

| have lived in the Triangle for
nearly 30 years. In that tine, the area
has grown in nmany wonderful ways but so
has traffic. W need alternate forns of
transportation in our community. | live
wi t hi n wal ki ng di stance of the Farrington
Road Rai|l Operations and Mi nt enance
Facility. There is currently no planned
station at that location. If ny
nei ghborhood is to bare the burden of
I ncreased traffic, noise, and any

environnental inpact of the light rail and
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Its mai ntenance facility, please allow us
to also benefit fromlight rail in

I ncreased econom c devel opnent that w |
surround each station. Please add a
station to the Farrington Road ROV so

t hat people who can walk to the facility
can also walk onto a train.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. 1'll now
ask fol ks that have the nunber three in
their -- on their sign in to please step
out in the hallway and cone down the hall
and Jeffrey wll get everyone |lined up.
So if there's anyone one, two, or three
that hasn't been called already, if you --
i f you can cone on down and -- just for
t hose that have recently stepped in,
because this is kind of a rolling hearing
and fol ks can cone in at different tines,
| want to nmake sure that everybody notes
the ground rules, although I'msure it's
hard to mss those, but | do -- do
appreci ate everybody being graci ous and
allow ng folks to have an opportunity to

speak. So, sir.
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) Page 32
MR JORDAN WLLIAMS: M nane iIs

Jordan WI I i ans. | live at

Currently the bus systemin Durham
Is really backed up. | heard earlier it
takes like 15 mnutes to get to a
45-m nute stop. Sonetines it will take an
hour. Currently for the other students
who live in Durham Chapel HII,
I n-between areas, | feel like this would
be an easier system for them because they
can just go to direct |ines between Durham
and Chapel Hill, especially the ones that
work at the hospital from-- from Durham
and Chapel H Il to LaSalle Street,
especially on LaSalle Street. There are a
| ot of Duke students that currently do
live in Chapel H Il and vise versa, and
this would just be a better benefit for
t hem

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. And we're
ready for our next speakers. And if this
Is the only nunber -- do we have any

fives? Any folks that have a five? ay,
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I f you have a five -- oh, are there any

fours left? OCh, did | skip the fours? M
goodness. Y'all got to keep ne on ny
toes. Fours first, please. Thank you.
Anyone wth a four, please step out and
Jeffrey will get themin order. Thank you
so nmuch. Yes, sir.

MR. MORRI S WALLACK: M nane is
Morris Wallack. | live at

in Chapel H Il in Durham County,

27517.

|'"mal so a nenber of Judea Reform
Congregation in Durham and Vi ce President
of the Board of Directors for the Jew sh
Federation of Durham and Chapel HIIl. |
am speaki ng on behalf of nyself as a
citizen of Chapel H Il and Durham County.

First, | appreciate the
opportunity for public conmment. M second
point would be that I amfor the |ight
rail due to the overall viability of the
light rail idea as a well-conceived
solution to the high-density traffic,

enpl oynent, and usage patterns that have
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al ready been identified in our present

Dur ham Orange County Corridor and what we
foresee as continued growth in that area.

| think this is an investnent that w ||
keep the area viable and vibrant for years
to conme. It's one that we shoul d nmake

t oday.

Second, | fully support the
proposed DES option C2A for Little Creek.
Living quite near Little Creek at the end
of Meadownont Lane, |'ve been close to
this issue for many years, and considering
the costs, the environnental inpact, and
the residential mx versus the viable
al ternatives on Route 54 and George King
Road, | am for C2A

Third, | support the ROW
alternative at Farrington and want to
underscore the inpact of alternatives,
particularly on Cornwallis Road. That
site in particular, the proposed
reconfiguration of the western bypass,
wi Il nove traffic very close to the Judea

Ref or m Synagog, Lerner Elenentary School,
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and the Jew sh Federations Comrunity
Center, all of which have high-density
popul ati on, day and ni ght, weekday and
weekend.

Additionally, a ROV at that site
inplies land taking, literally em nent
domain taking of two to three acres of
| and that is owned by the Jew sh
Federation and slated for future
devel opnent. Finally, a ROW at that
| ocati on woul d generate potential noise
and other things where quiet religious
activity occurs, and certainly during the
construction period between 2019 and 2026
and possibly thereafter. Thank you for
your consi derati on.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you, sir. Next
speaker.

M5. CARCLI NE CAMERON:. My nane is
Caroline Canmeron. | live at

Chapel HiIl, NC 27517, Durham
City/County. | pay taxes in both.
There are nunerous good reasons to

be opposed to the Durham Chapel Hi Il Light
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Rail. The one point | would like to
address is that it is assuned by nost that
the light rail will at |east be safe.

This is a false assunption. The current
proposal includes at |east one

I ntersection that will be extrenely
dangerous. This is not just because it is
an intersection where the train runs at
grade | evel, ground |level, but the key
danger is that there is not, nor wll
there be, a traffic light at this

I ntersection. The intersection is Downing
Creek Parkway and H ghway 54. NCDOT has
made it clear that there will -- they wll
not put a traffic light in there. As cars
try to nake their way onto the very busy
Hi ghway 54, they will be forced to stop on
the tracks and run the real risk of the
rail gate com ng down behind their car,
thus trapping themon the tracks.

St opping on the tracks nmay be illegal, but
there will be no other way to get to

H ghway 54 during nost hours since the

track -- the track will cone very close to

Page 36

Legal Media Experts
800-446-1387




RE: PROPOSED DURHAM-ORANGE LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT PROJECT Court
HEARINGS., TWO on 09/29/2015

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

t he hi ghway and there will be two tracks
side by side equaling a 30-foot span. A
car will be hard pressed to get onto

H ghway 54 wi t hout stopping on the tracks
In order to get close enough to 54 to nmake
it into the traffic wthout a traffic

| i ght.

Pl ease note that the train will be
crossing this intersection 140 tinmes every
day. Recipe for disaster. The danger is
not just to the people in the cars that
use this intersection but also to the
passengers on the train. Durham and
Chapel Hi Il officials involved in this
approval process, the NCDOT, and the
Federal Transit Adm nistration all need to
take note and assune responsibility for
this potentially dangerous situation
they're proposing. |'mrequesting the FTA
flag the Downi ng Creek-54 intersection and
research the safety of this intersection
before the rail is approved with any
federal nonies. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you.
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MR. THOVAS SWASEY: M/ nane is
Thomas Swasey, , Chapel
H I, North Carolina.

I'"'ma resident and tax payer in
the Gty of Durham and | reside in the
Downi ng Creek Community.

| urge the Federal Transit
Adm ni stration to support the no build
option for the Durham O ange Light Rai
Transit Project. It is ludicrous to think
that a fixed rail train will be able to
serve the dynam c grow ng area of
Dur ham Chapel H Il wth all its suburban
sprawl . Mbst of the planned stations
woul d require supplenental transportation
to arrive at final destinations. In ngjor
area destinations like the airport; the
main area job center, Research Triangle
Park; and even our neighboring city
Ral ei gh, the state capital, are not
served.

The area is changing rapidly.
When this project was first planned, the

54 corridor was the center of devel opnent,
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and now the current center of devel opnent
Is the 15/501 corridor between Durham
Chapel HIl, and Chat ham County, and the
devel opnmental centers will continue to
change in the future.

How do we nove tracks? The
project would waste |l ocal, state, and
federal funds. It is a flawed design that
wll serve few and cost us all. | urge
you to support the no build option and at
the sanme tine support nore flexible nmass
transit solutions like bus rapid transit,
which is a better fit for our area. Thank
you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. Next
speaker, please. You' re welcone to do
t hat .

MR. ALEX CABANES:. Sorry whoever's
behind nme. M nane is Al ex Cabanes,

Chapel HIl, North
Carol i na.

| stand before you to recommend a

no build option to the proposed light rail

plan. The plan has nunerous fl awed
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2 feasibility and sustainability of this

3 project. One flawed project assunption is
4 25 percent state funding that's already

5 been -- brought fiscal feasibility into

6 question and has been capped by the state
7 at 10 percent.

8 The recent state budge

9 negoti ati ons have highlighted that even
10 this assunption is highly questionable

11 with the current $500, 000 budget cap.

12 addition, the projected 23,000 daily

13 boardings is built on nunerous flawed

14 assunptions, such as the assunption that
15 40 percent of the area households wthin
16 the 57-square-mle corridor wll be zero
17 vehi cl e residences, according to K2-27 of
18 the DEIS. Current zero vehicle househol ds
19 conprise 10.4 percent in Durham 7.4

20 percent in Chapel H I, according to the
21  census bureau.

22 As a matter of fact, material

23 changes in the project, including travel
24 times changing from34 mnutes in 2011 to
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42 to 44 in the DS, elimnation of 700
par ki ng spaces, changes in alignnents,
such as Cl to C2A that was supposed to be
a mnute shorter and increase a thousand
dai ly boardings, and all of the original
estimated daily boardi ngs have been pushed
out five years to 2040, despite all of
t hese changes, the daily boarding
proj ections remai n unchanged at 23, 000
daily boardings. For this reason, these
are fatally flawed nodel s and we reconmend
no build. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you.

M5. RAMONA McCGEE: There we go.
My nane is Ranbna McCGee, and |'m an
attorney wth the Southern Environnent al
Law Center. Qur address is

Chapel Hill,

North Carolina 27516.

The Sout hern Environnental Law
Center or SELC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organi zati on working to protect the
natural resources of the Southeast. In

particular, we work with a wi de range of
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envi ronnent al groups across the state
advocating on transportation issues. SELC
Is pleased to indicate our enthusiastic
support for the Durham Orange Light Rai
Transit Project and the sel ected routes
identified in the Draft Environnental
| npact Statenent. W see this project
generating many benefits, including to the
environnent and to comunity health. The
envi ronnent al benefits of light rail are
wel | established. By reducing the nunber
of cars on the road, the systemw || help
| nprove air quality and reduce em ssions
of climate-changi ng greenhouse gases.
Further, we expect that a fixed
transportation systemsuch as the |ight
rail line will help shape | and use al ong
the corridor as Orange and Dur ham Counti es
continue to grow. As to the positive
effects on community health and quality of
life, the light rail systemw /|| conbat
congestion, long comute tines, and tine
wast ed behi nd the wheel. Such an active

transportation solution will also benefit
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overall community physical and nental
heal t h.

Wiile we are supportive of the
proj ect and the routes, we appreciate that
sone concerns remai n regardi ng possible
equity and accessibility inpacts as a
result of the project's location in
Dur ham

Nonet hel ess, we are pl eased that
GoTri angl e has adopted a thoughtf ul
approach to collaborating with the
af fected communities in resolving these
| ssues, and we are hopeful that this
col l aboration will continue.

Again, SELC is happy to share our
overall support for this project and the
identified routes. W are carefully
reviewing the DEI'S and will be submtting
nore thorough witten comments soon.
Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. Next
speaker, please.

MR. KEI TH CAMERON. My nane is

Keith Caneron. | live at -- My address is
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that's Chapel Hi I,

North Carolina 27517. | pay taxes to
Durham City and County.

| gotta start now. An article in
the Septenber 24th News & Observer quoted
a Denocrat |egislator from Durham as
sayi ng Durham and Orange County voters
endorsed light rail when they levied the
| ocal half cent sales tax to help pay for
it, closed quote. That is incorrect. The
tax was specified only for transportation
systens and sai d not hi ng about |ight
rail. | have a copy of the ballot right
here. | wll read verbatimthe entire
ball ot. One-half percent |ocal sales and
use taxes in addition to the current |ocal
sal es and use taxes to be used only for
public transportation systens. | want to
say again those |ast eight words, to be
used only for public transportation
syst ens.

Buses are transportation, too, and
a far nore efficient use of tax noney than

any permanently fixed rail line. The
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routes can be changed very quickly as
needs change, whereas the rail |ines
cannot. Buses are senior friendly and can
service the entire Durham Orange area.

The Durham Orange Light Rail could not
even help seniors get to a grocery store.
The rail line would |ikely use way nore
than the funds allocated for
transportation systens. Therefore, where
will the noney cone fromto assist with

the transpirati on needs of our aging

popul ation? | want to repeat, reenphasize
that this will not -- that any local rail
line wll not get any cars off the road.

It didn't in Charlotte and it won't here.
And as far as low ridership, every
presentation |'ve ever seen by GoTriangl e,
they've made it clear -- unless they've
changed, the ones | saw, they nade it
clear that they really don't care if
nobody rides it apart fromthe ridicul ous
| ow ridership, which can be docunent ed.
They don't care if nobody rides it. They

don't care about really anything else, the
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egregi ous safety issues --

MR. JOYNER: Thank -- Thank you,
sir. Your two mnutes are up.

MR. KEI TH CAMERON: They just want
to force it through.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you, sir.

M5. ROSEMARI E WENZEL: [|'m
Rosemari e Wenzel, :
Chapel HIl.

| wanted to state that ny daughter
| ives in Houston, Texas, and the |ight
rail is not working there. People are not
riding it, and it's causi ng budget
overrides, and Houston, Texas, is the
fourth largest city in our state -- in our
Uni ted States.

Also this light -- light rail goes
t hrough part of RTP that is not the growth
area of our region. It does not connect
to RDP [sic] and RDU i n WAke County. It
Is al so underesti mated on cost. Based on
Charlotte, 126 mllion per mle neans over
$2 billion in funding fromthe state is

questionable. 25 years ago, it was
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estimated a hundred mllion dollars. Now
we're not sure where it's going.

The Arny Corps of Engineer and
wetlands wll say that it wll disrupt the
wet | ands and the habitat of the wetlands
and the aesthetics of Chapel HII. Also,
it is not needed. Not enough people to
justify. In Charlotte, there are 16 --
16,000 that ride it and in Durhamit's
projected to have 23,000, and | think that
we need to reevaluate, |ike Raleigh did,
where they decided to have an outside
conpany cone in and do an eval uati on and
t hey decided not to go ahead with it
because it was not cost effective because
people would not ride it.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. Ch, ma'am
-- ma'am we need your card, if you don't
mnd. And while we have a qui ck break,
anybody that's a nunber five -- there's
one, two, threes out there, but we're at
nunber five now, so if you have a nunber
five, if you would step out in the hal

and cone down and Jeffrey wll get you

Page 47

Legal Media Experts
800-446-1387




| i ned up.

And, again, for anybody that has
just entered, periodically -- everyone
that has requested to speak, you should
have a nunber on your card. Periodically
Il will call the nunber on the card and ask
everybody to step out into the hall and
cone down and we'll line you -- you up so
t hat everybody will speak in order. And,
again, the -- the ground rules are -- are
posted here, and | really appreciate
everybody's cooperation. |It's been very
good so far. Thank you. Yes, sir.

MR. TOM BOND: My nane's Tom
Bond. | |ive at I n Chapel
H Il 27517.

Sone of which | amgoing to say
has been repeated before, but if |
under stand the nunbers that have been
given out, this -- this project is going
to be a disaster. | understand it's going
to be around 1.7 billion to build 17
mles, which is like $100 m|lion per

mle. It's going to run around $17
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mllion a year to operate for 23,000

ri des, which cones to around about $900
per ride. So | just think the whole thing
Is -- is ridiculous. | think we ought to
be | ooking at sone sort of alternatives,
but | don't think this is going to fly,
and -- unless people are going to get

taxed a lot. So | vote no build. Thank

you.
MR. JOYNER  Thank you.
MR PH LIP SINGER M nane is
Philip Singer. | live at
in Chapel HIl, 27514.
In addition to being a Chapel Hil
resident, |'mal so co-president elect of

the Jew sh Federation of Durham Chapel
Hill.

One of the alternative sites for
the rail operations and mai nt enance
facility is the Cornwallis Road site, and
that site backs up to a Jewi sh Community
Center as well as to other institutions on
our Jew sh canpus: Judea Reform

Congregation and the Lerner Jew sh Day




RE: PROPOSED DURHAM-ORANGE LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT PROJECT Court
HEARINGS., TWO on 09/29/2015

1

© 00 N O o~ w DN

N NN NN R P R R R R R R R R
N W N P O © 0 N O 00 N~ W N B O

School. | want to first thank GoTriangle
for their openness in sharing and
communi cating their light rail plans with
us via the public information neetings,
via their website, and via this public
hearing. W are pleased that GoTriangle
did not choose Cornwal lis Road for the
rail operation and mai ntenance facility.
Their Draft Environnmental |npact Statenent
does not recommend Cornwallis Road for
further consideration as a need for
preferred alternative for several reasons.
Most inportant to us is the inpact it
woul d have on our devel opnent plans for
| and gifted to the Jewi sh Federation for
future expansion. Accordingly, it has a
maj or inpact on our conmunity resources.
Equal |y as inportant is that the
Cornwal | is Road site would involve
rel ocation of the western bypass to the
back of the rail operations and
mai nt enance facility. The road would
bring it -- The relocation would bring it

ri ght al ongside the back of our facility.
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It will bring the road closer to our
existing canpus, it will create safety and
security concerns for us, especially for
children at the Lerner Jew sh Day School
and those in our Community Center sw nmm ng
and play area.

We're al so concerned about noise
and vibrations during the construction
period and thereafter that will interfere
with prayer and neditation at Judea Reform
Congregation Synagog and will interfere
with | earning at the Lerner Jew sh Day
School .

We have concern about light from
the faculty that nmay affect the religious
services and the fact that the facility
wll create nore traffic, especially wth
a rel ocated western bypass will intersect
Cornwal |l is Road at a point closer to our
entryway off Cornwallis Road. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you, sir.

MR. LARRY KATZ: M nane is Larry
Katz. | live at

and | live along the 54 corridor.
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|"d like to make two comments.
One comment is every single day at 7, 8,
9, 10, 11, and in the afternoon, | watch
the GoTriangl e buses go by and |I'm
fascinated but they're al nost conpletely
enpty. | think if GoTriangle wants to do
sonet hing hel pful for inproving traffic
fl ows, use the noney and use this system
that's already in place and nmake it
efficient.

The other comment |'d |ike to make
Is that I'man energency -- thank you very
much. |'mapologizing that |'"mnot in red
t oday, which has a special neaning to us,
but an energency nedicine physician. 1'm
al so a paranedi c that have worked in EMS
for over 30 years, and the way the current
systemis designed, it's going to create
del ays in energency response. One mnute
of delay can have a dramatic, disastrous
outcone on patient's lives, and | do not
support the build of this system and I
ask for your support, as well, and thank

you for the opportunity.
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Page 53
MR. JOYNER Thank you. And,

folks, I will ask that you please hold --
hol d your appl ause during -- not -- during
t he speaking so that the speakers can be
heard. It's inportant that you respect
their opportunity and you gi ve everybody
that opportunity to speak, so please do
hol d your appl ause. Thank you. Yes,

ma' am

M5. BONNIE HAUSER: Hi. |I'm
Bonni e Hauser. | live at

Hi | | sborough, so the |ight rai
wll not be in ny backyard.

"' m here to support public
transportation and the no build
alternative for LRT. M concerns are
about the plan and the DEIS. They include
that light rail wll not serve
accel erating growh and conmtted | and use
pl anned for the Triangle.

O the 2 to 3 mllion people who
are comng to the area, GoTriangle reports
that only about 27,000 will be comng to

the proposed corridor. The rest will be
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nostly going into nassive new urban
centers in Ral eigh, RTP, and Chat ham Par Kk,
whi ch are no where near the Durham Orange
light rail corridor. Wake County, where
nost of the growth will -- wll occur, has
al ready abandoned light rail in favor of
| oner costs, nore flexible solutions,
I ncl uding bus rapid transit.

The DEIS unrealistically -- The
DEI S has projections that appear to be
grossly exaggerated. They unrealistically
assune that 40 percent of households w |
not have cars, plus students who |live off
canpus artificially inflate the poverty
roles and reduce the average i ncone. The
report regularly conflates current and
future trends and ignores how growth in
the Triangle dwarfs enpl oynent and
popul ation growm h along the corridor.
Rout e changes have made the route sl ower,
| ess frequent, and nore dangerous. An
alternative, such as bus rapid transit,
which were ruled out in the past, are now

much nore appealing than the current |ight
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rail plan.

Even with the funding cap lifted,
state funding is limted to a maxi mum of
10 percent, which is woefully short of the
funds needed. It's tine to stop the
proj ect and redirect resources to
Triangl e-w de transportation.

MR. JOYNER: Thank you. At this
time, we don't have any other speakers

that are signed up to speak, so if there's

-- I"'msorry? Oh, we got six -- oh, are
you tal king about -- bring the next ones
up? I'msorry. | msunderstood you. |I'm
sorry, | was confused. [|I'msorry. | was

very confused by the nessage that | was
given earlier.

The fol ks that have a nunber si x,
pl ease step outside and -- and cone on
down. | apol ogize for those that are
sitting there and their cards and thought,
well, I"mnot going to get a chance to
speak. And then, again, if there's others
that wish to speak, feel free to step

outside and sign up and -- and get your
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card so that we can get you guys in order

to speak. And, again, we have our ground

rules here and periodically I will call
nunbers to -- for folks to cone up and
speak. You will exit the room head down

the hallway, and Jeffrey wll get
everybody lined up to speak. And, again,
as you -- as we do speak, if you would
hand your card to the court reporter and
state your nanme and address for the record
prior to speaking.

M5. LAURA VENZEL: My nane is

Laura Wenzel . Il live at
in Chapel HilIl, but it's actually
Carr boro.

["'mw th Medical Advocates for
Healthy Air, a statew de network of
medi cal and heal th professionals concerned
about the inpact of air pollution and
heal th, and we are in favor of the |ight
rail project because of its inplications
for our projects -- population's health.
Currently there are scarce viable

alternatives to driving for those who
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commut e between Dur ham and Chapel HII.
Driving individual autonobiles creates
toxic particular matter pollution that can
have a wi de range of adverse health
effects. This is caused not only by
burning fossil fuels but also by road
ware, brake ware, and tire ware. The
cl eanest electric car will still cause
particulate matter pollution because it
can't avoid friction with the
petrol eum based asphalt that our roads are
made of.

A recent study published in the
Journal of Nature suggests that
particulate matter pollution is
responsible for 3.3 mllion premature
deat hs worl dw de in 2010. Particulate
matter pollution exacerbates asthma, which
I's the | eadi ng nedi cal cause for school
absences in North Carolina. [It's also
| inked to low birth weight, premature
birth, autism ADHD, stroke, Iliver
di sease, denentia, and a nunber of other

problens. |t degrades the visibility and
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causes climate change. These inpacts are
often worse for people in | owincone
communi ties and communities of color,
which are often | ocated al ong heavily
trafficked roads.

Over the next 16 years -- 15
years, our population in the Triangle is
expected to grow by 71 percent. Change to
our area in way of life is inevitable, and
we have a fleeting opportunity to guide
what it will becone. Unless we devel op
transportation alternatives now, this
popul ation growh will result in a nassive
increase in -- in car traffic.

To those concerned about costs and
conveni ence, consider the cost and
conveni ence of an increase of 50 percent
or nore cars on the road and the
correspondi ng increase in accidents,
frustrations of sitting in traffic, and
particul ate matter pollution.

To those who criticize the light
rail programas limted, take the |ong

view. W have a big problemthat requires
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2 project is only one step, but it's an

3 essential one that is |ong overdue.

4 Pl ease help the swift inplenentation of

5 the light rail plan.

6 MR. JOYNER  Thank you. Next

7  speaker, please. And if there are any

8 ot her speakers, you're -- you' re wel cone
9 to come down -- exit the hall and cone
10 down, so any other speakers, depending on
11  where their nunber is. Yes.

12 THE COURT REPORTER It's really
13 | nportant that they not talk fast and that
14 they talk clear because |I'mactually

15 typing every word they say and that's

16 | npossi ble and she is having to say

17 everything they say, which is also

18 | npossible if you talk super fast. Then
19 there's no way for us to get it all.

20 MR. JOYNER  Thank you. 'l

21 reiterate that. So -- So, again, what --
22 what we're asking is, again, speak very
23 clearly and -- and sl ow enough t hat

24 everybody can hear and under st and,
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particularly for our court reporters to

under stand what you're saying. So thank
you.

M5. WALLIS COOPER:. My nane is
Wal lis Cooper. M address is

I n Chapel HII,
Dur ham County.
| have to apol ogize -- start by
apol ogizing. |'ma native New Yorker and

| naturally speak extrenely fast, so |I'm
going to sl ow down too, only fast.

When | attended a recent
I nformati on session here, | asked one of
the GoTransit representatives what is
better about light rail when the buses are
now running less than half full? And he
said, it's going to have |ots of anenities
and it's going to have really good
branding. So in exchange for all the
costs, noise, danger, and fierce
obj ections, apparently what we are
actually going to gain are anenities and
branding. That's according to one of the

representatives of GoTransit.
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Now, there's sonething nore
di sturbing to ne, and that is a comment
t hat one of the previous speakers that
just left had said about students, which
made ne realize that when GoTransit is
using a figure of 40 percent of no cars
that there may be a deep deception there
i f they're including students, which then
makes one wonder what ot her deceptions are
I nvol ved. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. Next
speaker, please.

MR. HENRY LI STER. Good
afternoon. My nane is Henry Lister. |
live at I n Chapel
Hll, 27517, right down the street here.

When | cane back fromltaly |ast

year, | was conpletely all in for |ight
rail, having experienced it there.
However, the nore | |earned about this

project, the less enthused | becane. As
stated previously, | agree that the
proposed |light rail plan does not serve

t he nost desirable destinations. So who
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Is it serving and why? [I'mstill not
convinced. 1'd be interested in know ng
what the ridership is on any and all buses
that mrror the proposed light rail 1ine
and if those ridership nunbers justify the
cost.

Wth regard to the Southern
Envi ronnmental Law Center's support, |
don't deny that light rail overall is
environnental |y sound and beneficial, but
| believe that different routes would
produce | arger benefits than the proposed
rout e.

And just as the Jewi sh Federation
believes that light rail would disturb the
peaceful use of their property, | believe
the proximty of the line to @ enwod
El enentary and St. Thomas More school s
woul d have simlar detrinent. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you.

MR MCHAEL VHI TE: Ckay. M nane
is Mchael Wite.

MR. JOYNER Sir, be sure -- |I'm

sorry. [Excuse ne. Be sure to hand your
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Page 63
-- to the -- thank you.

MR MCHAEL WHI TE: Sorry.

MR. JOYNER That's okay.

MR MCHAEL WHITE: M nane is
M chael Wiite. | live on

Chapel Hill, 27514, near the

proposed Mason Farm Road stati on.

| have lived in other cities, and,
i n general, | do support the principle of
light rail systens in general. This
speci fic plan does have issues that deeply
concern ne; however, traffic's not going
to get any better with all the growth
that's going to happen between now and
2050. | think that the worst-case
scenario is having 50 to 75 percent nore
cars on the road, and the proposed no
buil d solutions that woul d i ncrease the
anount of road traffic capacity is only
going to neet the demand that we al ready
know is comng. So that concerns ne
deeply.

Wth regard to Wake County, one of
the primary reasons why Wake County had




RE: PROPOSED DURHAM-ORANGE LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT PROJECT Court
HEARINGS., TWO on 09/29/2015

1

© 00 N O o~ w DN

N NN NN R P R R R R R R R R
N W N P O © 0 N O 00 N~ W N B O

not been on board previously was RDU
Airport's specific position on light rail,
specifically that they did not want it
because they feared it woul d reduce
par ki ng revenue.

Now, Wake County has a different
-- since the 2014 el ections, Wake County
may be reconsidering its position that it
had earlier, so do | ook out for that.

Now, | agree with the fact that
Charlotte has |low ridership, and we do not
want to be nmaking the sane m stake that
Charl otte has been naki ng.

The other issue with the Charlotte
light rail has been the issue of
gentrification, that many of the people
who woul d stand to benefit nost fromlight
rail have been basically nuscled out
because of econom c concerns. And there
-- there are many nore people who w |
say the sane things that | have said, but
| just wanted to get that out. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. And if

there are any ot her speakers with any
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nunber, if you'd like to step out and --
and -- step out into the hall and -- and
conme down and we'll get you lined up.

And, again, for those speakers that have
just joined us, please hand your card to
the court reporter, please state your nane
and address for the record, and then we'll

have a two-mnute tine limt and Robert

there has the cards that will |let you know
sort of where the -- your timng is, so
t hank you.

MS. CATHY ABERNATHY: M nane is

Cat hy Abernathy. 1've |lived at
si nce Novenber of 2012. | have
an overview and two concerns.

The overviewis this is a 20-year
wor k-1 n-progress that is acting |ike an
aval anche that can't be stopped. Elected
officials and GoTri angl e have the
responsibility to provide for auto
congestion, growth, and sonme form of
transit in the year 2040, but this is not
the best program There have been nany

changes since the 1990s, and this was
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considered a Triangle solution. Wke
County, different routes, East Durham
being elimnated, there are many probl ens.

My first inpression is, gee,
GoTriangle, you had to rely on the worst
and the | east worst options. Ch, it wll
be all right, Cathy, Wake County's goi ng
to come on board. Do we want DOLRT to be
the I ost |leader in hopes that this wll
finally be a Triangle netropolitan transit
syst enf?

My two concerns are nei ghborhood
I nvol venment. |'ve been involved wth
| ocal politics along tine. | first heard
about the ROVF across the street fromne
June 24th, two days, no notice to a
GoTri angl e neeting. Geat response, sure,
get invol ved.

The second is North Carolina 54
shoul d never be a transit or a growth
area. It is arequired filtering open
space for the wetlands of New Hope Creek
and the Little R ver. Thank you very

much.
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MR. JOYNER  Thank you. Next
speaker, please.

MR. ROBERT FORNABY: Robert
For naby, Chapel Hil
27517.

|'"ve been living in North Carolina
for over 20 years. |'ve seen incredible
gromh. | kind of |ike the idea, but the
execution, again, may have sone finer
poi nts com ng before any final decision is
made. | think a lot of times you see the
systens, they start off wth high
ridership and then the kind of novelty
wears off, it drops down, we'll be back in
cars, which are getting nore fuel
efficient, so maybe sonething in terns of
expandi ng the roadways, bridges,
connectors, sonething to get to the
airport, sonething nore holistic.

Cobvi ously there's good points and
bad points to anything, but this is
sonething that's such a huge undert aki ng
in terns of being a large project that's

going to affect a |l ot of people and future
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grom h -- obviously no one has a crystal
ball, but it would be nice to not just
assunme there is maybe two or three limted
overall options in terns of the plan
com ng together in the future. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. Next
speaker, please. M am that's you.

MS. ELLEN M CHELSON: Ellen
M chel son, Chapel H I,
Dur ham County, not the city but pay plenty
of taxes.

| have lived wwthin a mle or two
of the 54/40 Farrington Road intersection
for over 30 years. The appeal of this
area is the expansive trees, wildlife, and
| ow taxes. We all agree that we have a
problem W differ on the solution. The
wait tinmes as well as nunmerous accidents
due to current congestion are not
acceptable, neither is the proposed |ight
rail. In addition, 1'd like to point out
that the proposed ROV is a potenti al
di saster for this |ocation.

Just one exanple, | have a pond on
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nmy property. | already have issues with
runof f of pollution. | called the city.
They don't want to hear it. They don't
even call you back npbst of the tine, and
that's a fact. | back up onto the third
fork of New Hope Creek. My property
I ncl udes a coupl e of acres of waterfow
| mpoundnent. | have w tnessed coyote,
fox, raccoon, bald eagles, even bobcat.
There's no one that can tell nme the |ight
rail maintenance facility is not going to
have an inpact on that. Wth the train
noi se and the stadiumlights and the
asphalt, it's going to have an extrenely
negative inpact on our conmunity.
The people at Wldlife Center
| ocat ed between the proposed site and
H ghway 54 nust al so be taken into
consideration. There are over 900
school -aged children attendi ng Creekside.
The mai ntenance facility belongs in an
I ndustrial area, not anobng the trees.
This is one of the only places

where it is truly green, not six-story
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hi gh-rises, which is what will need to be
built in order to warrant the density
necessary for the ridership nunbers that
have been estimated. | strongly support
the no build option. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. If
there's anyone else that is signed up to
speak, please step out in the hall and
we'll get you lined up. So if there's
anyone el se that has signed up to speak,
if there's anyone that would |ike to sign
up, you can go back to the sign-in table
and sign up to speak.

Is that it for now, | guess?
Ckay. Al right. WwWell, if we don't have
anybody el se to speak right now, again,
this is an open hearing that's going to

continue until 7 o'clock today -- tonight,

so as additional fol ks cone to speak, they

wi || have opportunities to conme speak up
until 7 o'clock -- cone sign up to speak
until 7 o' clock, so we will be here. W
wi Il basically take a break for a nonent

until we have soneone el se that wants to
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speak, but we will be here until 7 for
folks to sign up to speak and we will stay
until everyone has -- signed up by 7

o' cl ock has an opportunity to speak.
( RECESS. )

MR. JOYNER  Ckay, we've got a few
nore speakers, so I'mgoing to call the
hearing back to order. So if everyone
that's in here, if you wouldn't m nd,
pl ease, take a seat; and if you have
conversations that you need to have, if
you woul d take those back outside of the
room please.

Al'l of our speakers, if they
woul d, cone up to the front and I w |
call you up. So folks that are having
si de conversations, if you would take this
opportunity to slide out, please.

And, again, I'll -- for those
fol ks that have just joined us and the
speakers that are just joining us, we have
court reporters that wll be taking notes
and providing a transcript for us, so

pl ease be sure to speak not too fast and
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-- so that everybody can hear you and

under st and you. When you cone up, if you
woul d hand your -- your little sign-in
sheet to the court reporter with the nane
on there, and then if you'll start with
stating your nanme and address for the
record, because we will -- we are doing a
transcript of this hearing. And Robert,
the gentleman right there, has the tiner.
You w Il have two m nutes to speak. You
can see the ground rules up here. He wl
have little signs that will note 1 mnute
and -- and 30 seconds and that sort of
thing to give you an idea of -- of where
you are there, but you will have 2 m nutes
to speak.

So wwth that, 1'll ask the next
speaker to cone up to the m crophone and,
i f you would, hand your sheet to the court
reporter, please.

MR. RAYMOND JAMES: (Good eveni ng.
My nane is Raynond Janes. | live at

in Raleigh, North Carolina.
"' ma nenber of Duke Menorial United
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Met hodi st Church, and I'mon the core team
there working with Durham C A N. in
support of the light rail.

That |light rail would probably be
a hundred yards fromthe back door of our
church, but anyone driving in the Triangle
in the last 15 years, especially on
H ghway 15/501 and 54 Hi ghway, know how
i nportant it is to cut down the traffic on
the roads and on the highways. Interstate
40 is the same way. And light rail would
take a lot of that traffic off the road,
especi ally between UNC and Duke, UNC
Menorial Hospital, Duke University
Hospital. It would take so nuch traffic
off the road and be a blessing in
di sguise. This is sonething that was
considered 12 years ago and it was goi ng
to go fromCarrboro to Knightdale. Wll,
now it's from Orange County to Dur ham
County, so it's been cut down that nuch.

| drive it alot. | goto
Carol i na Meadows and -- from Brier Creek,

and it's a hassle alnost all the tine,
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especi ally when school's in session, but
|'ve been on the light rail in Charlotte
and other cities and |I've found that it's
really nice and convenient to get to park
-- park in a parking lot, get on that
train, and ride and not have to drive and
fight that traffic. So we at Duke
Menorial United Methodist Church are in
full support of light rail. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you, sir. And
our next speaker. Sir, is that you?

MR. NORBERT M LDNER My nanme is

Norbert MIldner. [|I'mliving in
Chapel Hill, in the Downi ng Creek
subdi vision, and light rail is supposed to

be going right in front of our

subdi vi sion, which we're going to be
really, really land | ocked, and back door

I s Barbee Chapel Road, which is also |like
by now a parking lot. Then also the |ight
rail itself -- we all agree that sonething
has to be done for the better commute from
Duke to UNC, but UNC and Duke, they're

only outsourcing their facility, which
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neans there is no need from-- go fromA
to B and spending all this kind of noney
but then also it's cost prohibitive
because the bus rapid light rail or
transit systemis nmuch nore flexible
because it's steel lanes. Once it's
built, you cannot change it. Then the bus
rapid systemis nore flexible, you can

alternate the route in days, not in years,

then the -- the ridership is very, very
overestimated fromthe Triangle -- you
know, United whatever -- and then also --

then the commuting tine is also Iike way
much longer. Right nowit's up to 44
m nutes, not including the 10 m nutes of
waiting tinme already at the bus station.
If you go by now by car, you would be nuch
faster. Like the bus rapid system if
t hey woul d nake a dedicated bus line to
peak tinme, it would be nuch nore efficient
and | ess expensive and it would be kind of
| i ke nmore beneficial.

| personally from Europe used to

this kind of light system but they should
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have built it Iike 30 years ago, not where
everything is already built up and all
they're putting on top of it -- it's |ike
putting the horses in front of the
carriage. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you, sir.

M5. ANN VON HOLLE: My nane is Ann

Von -- oops. Thank goodness. M/ nane is
Ann Von Holle, and | |ive at
Chapel HIl, and I ama resident of

Dur ham County, and |I'mal so a resi dent of
Downi ng Cr eek.

After attending neetings wth
light rail representatives and a Chapel
H Il town council representative in 2015,
| understand the primary beneficiary --
beneficiaries of this plan in southwest
Durham wi | | be devel opers buil di ng
undevel oped | and at the proposed |ight
rail stations, neanwhile residents around
t he Whodnont -- proposed Wodnont station
are col |l ateral damage.

Devel opers wll benefit greatly

fromthis light rail project, while
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successfully managing to shift the vast
majority of the risk of the light rai
tracks away from Chapel Hill to areas of
| ow -- | ower socioeconom c status and
I nconme conpared to Chapel H II.

In sponsoring this project, the
federal governnment will| be sponsoring
I nequity. Accidents are inevitable with
so many at-grade tracks | ocated in our
nei ghbor hood of Downing Creek. |'ma
not her of two children, and 10 or 15 years
fromnow, nmy -- nmy children would be
driving, and | don't want to get a phone
call that they were hit by a train, been
stuck on a track because they're inpul sive
teenage drivers. It could happen.

Qur community of Downi ng Creek
wi || be adversely affected by the |ight
rail in both traffic and safety domains,
and for these reasons, | support the no
bui |l d option.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. Qur next
speaker. Are you...

MR. TOM FARMER  Ckay. (Good
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afternoon. |'mTomFarmer. | live at

Chapel Hill, and I'ma
huge advocate for light rail and this
regional transit plan.

I nteresting enough, for sone of
t he sane reasons that people give for
opposing it -- yes, $1.6 billion for 19
mles of rail is a lot of noney, yet we
need to renenber that all fornms of public
transit, from superhi ghways to sidewal ks,
are subsi di zed.

We just spent over a billion

dollars on 19 mles of Triangle
Expressway, a roadway that serves fewer
peopl e, serves fewer destinations, and
pol l utes nore than the Durham Orange Li ght
Rai |l would. W cannot pave our way out of
our grow ng congestion, and we only need
| ook at cities such as Col unbus, OChio,
t hat have struggled with urban sprawl and
are now solely attacking the problemwth
autos and buses. And, yes, | amthrow ng
Col unmbus under the bus here.

If you want nore than an asphalt

Page 78




RE: PROPOSED DURHAM-ORANGE LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT PROJECT Court
HEARINGS., TWO on 09/29/2015

1

© 00 N O o~ w DN

N NN NN R P R R R R R R R R
N W N P O © 0 N O 00 N~ W N B O

Band- Aid for our growng traffic
congestion, then this is your plan. There
are those who woul d prefer that we divert
nore noney towards regi onal buses, and |
whol eheartedly enbrace having a strong
regional transit transportation network,
but | would argue that there's no better
way to achieve that than with a 19-mle
light rail spine that increases the reach
and frequency of our regional buses. |If
you want public transit that neets a
grow ng regional need, this is your plan.
This plan in uniquely qualified to
succeed anong light rail lines in North
America, and there are many successf ul
light rail lines in North America. Wat
sets -- sets this apart is the anchors on
both ends. This connects the | argest
enpl oyer in the Triangle with the | argest
enpl oyer in Orange County, both of whom
are runni ng out of space for parking and
are experiencing bus congestion. Few
light rail |ines have been so set up for

success. |If you want responsible growth
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and not urban sprawl, if you don't want to
wake up every norning and have to listen
to the traffic and snobg report, if you
want to nmaintain the beautiful,

accessi ble, and vibrant comunity we have
now, then this is your transit plan.

MR. JOYNER Thank you. [Is -- Are
t here anyone -- any others that are --
yes, ma'am Pl ease cone forward.

M5. ALI SON STUEBE: Good
afternoon. M nane is Alison Stuebe, and
I live at in
Meadownont .

| was quite di sappointed that the
Meadownont option was not possible for the
light rail because | take the bus to UNC
every day for ny job as a physician. The
Vi ew bus runs every 40 m nutes, which is
not the world' s nost efficient headway,
and | welcone the possibility of an every
10-m nute rail option. However, |
understand that routing through Meadownront
had environnental inpact and | engt hening

the trip that made it the | ess practical
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opti on.

|, therefore, whol eheartedly
support the proposed alignnment, and | know
that I and others who work at UNC and at
Duke will greatly benefit fromthe option
to travel to work by light rail with

10- m nut e headways and wi th conveni ent

servi ce.

| also ama nother. [|'m a nother
of three boys, one of whomw || soon get
his driver's permt. | amterrified of

t he prospect of ny boys operating a notor
vehicle, and | amvery, very grateful that
ten years fromnow they will be able to
text freely while riding a light rai
bet ween Dur ham and Chapel H II.

| think it's critical to
understand that the nost dangerous pl ace
for drivers of any kind is behind the
wheel of a car and light rail is far safer
and there are far fewer risks of
acci dent s.

| understand that change is

difficult and that those who have not
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lived near light rail think that this is
sone nenace to their comunity. | wll
tell you that | lived in Brooklyn,
Massachusetts, for seven years before
comng to Chapel HIl. And the three nost
val uable words in a Real Estate |listing
were "steps to train." | anticipate that
t hose who live near light rail stops wll
see their property values increase, their
convenience in ability to travel to
i ncrease, and their ability to reach sone
of the great destinations in our region to
becone nore flexible and nore avail abl e.

Thi s past weekend, | went to a
show at DPAC on Saturday night, and ny
date and | had to decide who was the
desi gnated driver because we were going to
return by car. Ten years from now, we'l]l
be able to go to DPAC and cone hone after
havi ng as many cocktails as we desire, and
if we can walk fromthe Friday Center to
our hone reach there safely.

So | encourage all of you to

support this very inportant inprovenent in
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) Page 83
our community. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER Thank you. |Is there
anyone else that's signed up to speak?
Yes, ma'am |f you would hand it -- yes.
|"'msorry. And please state your nane and
address for the record.

M5. LYNN CULTON: M nane is Lynn
Culton. | live at
Chapel Hill in Downing Creek.

| don't understand how 1.6, 1.8
billion dollars can be spent on a project
that covers only 17 mles and a |limted
portion of our county and serve a snall
popul ation. The 17-mle route wll not
take riders with their baggage to the
airport or a stress-free ride to work in
Mebane or Carrboro or any of the other
rapi dl y-grow ng surroundi ng areas. The
rail serves a specific group of people
travel i ng between UNC and Duke. It snakes
t hrough residential areas causing safety
| ssues at its grade-level crossings. Bus
rapid transit can provide the sanme service

at a fraction of the cost. It can be
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expanded to areas that were elimnated
fromthe original deal -- the plan.

BRT is flexible in that it can be
adj usted as ridership changes, and it can
go -- growwith the growh in the areas.

Li ght rail does not offer this
option. Once the tracks are in the
ground, they're there and that's it,
you're stuck with it. | believe this
option is not sustainable. It |eaves

behi nd a significant tax burden. The

project wll be obsolete before it's
conplete. It can serve the sane
popul ati on -- BRT can serve the sane

popul ation at a | ower cost.

| believe the expense is
I rresponsi ble and frivol ous, and I would
hope that our taxpayer dollars would be
spent nore w sely.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. |Is there
anyone el se that has signed up to speak?
kay. We'll take a quick break while we
wait for others to cone. We will be here

until 7 o'clock -- at least 7 o' clock, so
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anyone that wants to speak or cones
bet ween now and 7 o' clock will have an
opportunity to sign up to speak, but we'll
take a -- a quick break until we have
others that wll -- that cone in to
speak. Thank you.
( RECESS. )

MR. JOYNER Ckay. I1'mgoing to
bring us back to order. W've got a
coupl e nore speakers. |If there's anyone
el se that has signed up to speak, if you
want to conme forward and -- and sit down,
that would be fine. For those who have
just joined us, our ground rules are here
for the speakers. 1'Il call you up. You
w Il hand your card to the court
reporters. They wll be doing a
transcript of this public hearing. So
you'l | hand that, and then you'll stand at
t he m crophone, state your nane and

address for the record. Once you've done

that, your two mnutes will start. You'l
have two m nutes to speak. Robert has a
-- has signs that will help you tell when
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you have a mnute left, 30 seconds |eft,
kind of give you a -- a sort of slow
countdown to the end of the two m nutes.

Pl ease speak into the m crophone
so that everybody can hear. Try not to
go too fast so that our court reporters
wi || have an opportunity to catch all--
everything that you're saying. And,
again, for -- for the folks in the
audi ence, | appreciate your patience in --
i n adhering to the rules and all ow ng
everybody that opportunity to speak, so |
do appreciate that, as well. So with
that, I will ask our first speaker -- |I'm
not sure who was here first or if it
matters -- okay. If you would |ike to go
first, sir. Thank you. And if you know
-- if you would step -- sir, if you would
go over here and hand -- actually hand the

-- yeah, hand it to the court reporter

there, and then -- is that -- okay. And
you can adjust the m crophone down. |f
you'll stand -- are you speaki ng? Yes,

right there. There you go. |f you adjust
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-- There you go.

VR, GUSTAVO MONTANA: @ust avo
Montana. |'ma resident -- |'ve been a
resi dent of Chapel H |l since 1971. |
believe that the public -- public
transportation is one of the things that
hel ps to maintain the quality of a
community, and | have followed the
devel opnent of the light rail system the
planning. |'ve been to many of the
neetings that have been held here, and |
amvery satisfied with the degree of
pl anni ng, the thoroughness of the pl anning
that has gone on into this project. |
believe that, whether we like it or not,
this area is going to grow trenendously,
and even right now we experience very
heavy traffic | oad on Route 54, for
I nstance, and this is going to get worse.
| grewup in a city that went from about 6
or 7 hundred thousand people to about 9
mllion people in not too many years, and
the city failed to build an adequate --

pl an for an adequate transportation
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system and the result has been
di sastrous. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you, sir. Next
speaker, please.

M5. EMLY BREWER. M nane is
Emly Brewer. |[|'ve been a resident of
Orange County since 2003.

When | taught literature at UNC,
teaching Victorian literature, 1'd
sonetines teach Elizabeth Gaskell.

Witing during the Industrial Revolution,
she was very nmuch afraid of trains. She
was afraid of the dirt. She was afraid of
t he danger, and she wote of one of her
characters dying by train. Thank God she
was wong, because when | was traveling
around Europe in college and afterwards, |
can't imagi ne how | would have gotten
around without trains. | amnot afraid of
trains. | enbrace them

' m here because | believe that a
| ot of people who are against this project
have a great negaphone funded by free

hours fromretirenent and personal
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wealth. But a |lot of the people who would
benefit fromthis project are nurses and
orderlies, people who need to work at the
hospital, and this would help them and
they can't possibly be here and they don't
have the neans to speak for thenselves, so
| decided | would do it for them

| encourage you to pass this
project. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. Has
anyone el se signed up to speak? |Is there
anyone el se that has signed up to speak?
Ckay.

well, we'll take another break
until we have additional speakers. Again,
we wll be here until 7 o'clock -- at
| east 7 o' clock. Folks wll have an
opportunity to sign up to speak up to 7
o' cl ock and then everyone that has signed
up at that -- by that point will have that
opportunity to speak. So we wll take
anot her break until we get a couple nore
speakers. Thank you very nuch.

( RECESS. )
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MR. JOYNER Ckay. I1'mgoing to
call us back to order for a nonent. W' ve
got anot her speaker. So if -- if folks
woul d pl ease have a seat. And if you have
conversations going on and -- and want to
continue those, if you would just step
outside and -- and down the hall because
It does sort of echo in the hall a little

bit.

Again, we'll -- we'll go over the
ground -- I'mnot going to go through the
ground rules, but, again, we will adhere

to the ground rules that are posted here

for our speaker. Wien I -- Wien |I'm
ready, | wll call you. If you wll --
When you cone up, if you wll hand your --

I f you will hand your card to the court
reporter here, and then speak in the

m cr ophone, state your nane and address
for the record. You will have two m nutes

-- After you've spoken your nanme and

address, you'll have two mnutes to
speak. Robert wll have a tiner -- sort
of tinmers that wll allow you to see when
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you have a mnute left, 30 seconds, and

that sort of thing. Please do speak into
t he m crophone and not too fast so that
our court reporters can record
everything. A witten transcript of all
of the comments that we've heard tonight
wi |l be put together. So if you would

| ike to conme up and provide us your
comrent s.

M5. SUSAN SONBERG H . M nane
I s Susan Sonberg. | live at

and |'mal so a resident of Downing
Creek subdi vi si on.

| believe the prom se of |ight
rail solution for Durham Orange is greatly
overexaggerated. The proposed ali gnnent
will not mtigate the highly-congested
traffic on NC 54, particularly at the
Bar bee i nt er change.

Wth the introduction of the
at-grade crossings, it wll have a
detrinental inpact on the ingress and
egress of our nei ghborhood and obstructing

the access for energency vehicles,
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residents, school buses, et cetera.

| have -- I'ma nother of a
t eenage driver who just got his license
yesterday, and | am very concerned about
at-grade crossings. |f you Google Iight
rail accidents, there are thousands that
cone up, and the train always wn, and --
and |'mvery concerned about that.

I'"'m-- also have a |l ot of concerns
about the overall design approach that's
been taken. |t doesn't appear that the
Little Creek area has been | ooked at
cohesively and coordinated wth all of the
NCDOT changes that are going to be
happeni ng bet ween at-grade ranps,
superstreets, wdening of the road. The
| dea of being able to nerge and access
i nto the neighborhood is not feasible, and
there are a | ot of devel opnents that seem
to be taking over the spots that are
pl anned for the construction. So once
this is funded -- and there seens to be a
rush to funding -- | don't think they're
going to go back and fix what's broken,
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and | think we're going to end up with a
very costly m stake.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. Has
anyone else cone in that would like to
speak that has signed up to speak? Ckay.

If not, we wll take another break
until we have anot her speaker. And,
again, we wll stay here until at least 7
o' cl ock. Anybody that has signed up to
speak prior to 7 o'clock wll have an
opportunity to speak toni ght before we

adjourn. So we're going to take anot her

break and -- until we get another speaker.
Thank you.
( RECESS. )
MR. JOYNER Ckay. 1'dlike to

bring us back to order for just a few
nonents. | don't believe anybody el se has
signed up. |Is there anybody left in the
roomthat has signed up to speak?

Ckay. |If that's the case, then |
want to thank everybody for com ng tonight
and | would like to adjourn this hearing.

( HEARI NG ADJOURNED AT 7:01 P.M)
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